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Dr Nii Quaynor takes to the microphone during the AFRINIC-21 Meeting in 2014

DR NIl QUAYNOR
ONE OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS
OF THE AFRICAN INTERNET

“It took the elders a decade to build consensus for
forming AfriNIC, it has taken the developers a decade
to establish AfriNIC: We must have a strong AfriNIC
community before the end of the next decade.”
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It was back in 1997, in Kuala Lumpur, when the
seeds of the idea of a Regional Internet Registry for
Africa were first planted by some of the brightest
lights in Africa’s Internet history. From that moment
on, our pioneers worked tirelessly to make that idea
areality. I'd like first of all to recognise and thank
Alan Barrett, Dr Nii Quaynor, Sana Bellamine, and
Nashwa Abdel-Baki who put together the first
proposal in writing back in 1997. On the day that
AFRINIC received its formal accreditation from
ICANN in April 2005, many years of hard work and
negotiation had already taken place to ensure that
the world's fifth RIR would be ready for business.

Our region presented us with unique and distinct
challenges during the proposal, the set up and
throughout the early years of this continent-shap-
ing organisation. Although it wasn't always easy, we
rose to those challenges, collaborated, and pulled
together each corner of Africa and beyond to
ensure that AFRINIC would become what it is today
in 2015: a fully functioning RIR with over 1,150
active members and more than 40 competent and
dedicated staff. AFRINIC is now lucky enough to

be able to count on the support of a collaborative,
innovative community of thousands, on the knowl-
edge and experience of a tight-knit, loyal Board of
Directors, on the wisdom of our Council of Elders,
and on the support of our local, regional and global
partners and sister organisations. Without this vast
network of belief, support and collaboration, none
of this would have been possible.

However, our work is still not done. We must not
stop building upon these strong foundations

that we have planted firmly in the ground. As the
African and global Internet industry moves into

a new phase of its development, more hard work
is needed to ensure that our RIR continues to go
from strength to strength. Not only do we need to
continue to build and expand our community to

It has been a great privilege to be associated
with AFRINIC right from the start. | have
watched it grow from just an idea, to an idea
with community support, and then from an
organisation with two employees, to more than
40 people today. AFRINIC's current success is
very much due to Adiel Akplogan. He supported
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include those who are currently underrepresented
in the African Internet sphere, we must also make
sure that the infrastructure, information, education
and policies that are needed to ensure that the
next billion African Internet users are able to get
online are firmly in place. We cannot do this without
the support and guidance of the community and
membership.

I'd like to extend a special note of thanks to
AFRINIC's first and second Board of Trustees

on behalf of the entire community: Tarek Kamel,
Zakaria Ould Amar, Charles Mussi, Ibrahim Ahmed,
Nii Quaynor, Pierre Dandjinou, Samuel Nogha,
Kouma Cyriaque Didier, Alan Barrett, Silvio Almada,
Yann Kwok Kem Yen, Haja Ramboasalama, Pierre
M. Kasengedia and Richard Bell who set the pace
and ensured that our dreams did not fade away.
My appreciation also goes to our international
supporters, including Randy Bush, who encour-
aged the pioneers to write the proposal in the first
place. Pierre Ouedraogo, David Conrad, Daniel
Karrenberg, Kim Hubbard and Andrew McLaughlin,
thank you for the support and advice you provided
back in those early days. | cannot close this section
of appreciation without mentioning our sister

RIRs and the other Internet industry organisations
whose unwavering support has been instrumental
in our success.

In this book, we have highlighted just a few of the
people and organisations who have contributed to
AFRINIC's success but our thanks and appreciation
are extended to anyone and everyone who has
been part of this adventure from the beginning to
the present day. We look forward to sharing the
next 10 years of AFRINIC with you.

My sincerest thanks and gratitude to you all.

AFRINIC en Avant!

AFRINIC when it was just an idea, and he became
the first employee and the first CEO. He took
responsibility for all aspects of the organisation,
from policy development through finance,
staffing, and external relations. As the new CEOQ, |
hope to continue AFRINIC's success.
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The 2014 AFRINIC Board of Directors during a retreat
in 2014. From left: Paulos Nyirenda, Mark Elkins, Badru
Ntege, Adiel Akplogan (CEO), Sunday Folayan, John
Walubengo, Christian Bope, Janvier Ngoulaye, Kris
Seeburn, Haitham Z. El Nakhal. Front: Anne-Rachel Inné

(COO), Lala Andriamampianina. Not pictured: Aminata
A. Garba.

Vint Cerf chats with Adiel Akplogan during a visit to the AFRINIC offices in 2013

VINT CERF

FORMER CHAIRMAN OF ICANN
CHIEF INTERNET EVANGELIST, GOOGLE

"AFRINIC is celebrating its 10th
anniversary and that is indeed worthy
of serious celebration. | had a very small
part to play in the formation of AFRINIC
as the then-Chairman of ICANN and

as an enthusiast today. | believed that
Africa had an important opportunity to
demonstrate leadership and cooperation
on its continent. While | am no expert,

| appreciate very much the challenge
that the formation of AFRINIC must
have posed for its founders. Not every
country in Africa is aligned along exactly
the same axis, just as one finds policy
differences among the European states.
To speak of “the African position” or
“the European position” understates
the diversity of views that must
ultimately be made compatible, if not
homogeneous, for these important

polities to achieve mutual fiscal and
social improvement.

| found it phenomenally satisfying

to urge and encourage my African
colleagues and other interested parties
to find a way to make common cause
regarding Internet address space
management. This raw material is the
stuff of which the Internet is made. The
creation of AFRINIC, itself, is a most
important event in Africa’s Internet
history. It showed that a diverse
continent could achieve a common goal
by aligning their mutual interests. Having
achieved that goal, AFRINIC's creation
was and is a concrete demonstration
that African states have the capacity
to cooperate and collaborate. It was
especially satisfying to watch the

existing Regional Internet Registries, in
cooperation with ICANN, to lend support
for and to facilitate AFRINIC's birth.

My natural reaction to this is, of course:
“Now that you have demonstrated
willing ability to collaborate, what else
can you do?" The reward for good work
is MORE WORK! It is clear that AFRINIC
and its sister organisations are forging a
pan-African path towards a safer, more
accessible, more affordable and more
useful Internet. All of us share this globall
aspiration.

|, for one, am pleased to have an
opportunity to recognise now the
courage and skills of Africa’'s AFRINIC
team and wish them every success as
they take the Internet into the future.”
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“We cannot celebrate this great moment
without expressing our thanks to the
pioneers of this project who worked on the
very first proposal in 1997. | will name Nii
Quaynor, Alan Barett, Nashwa Abdel-Baki,
Sana Bellamine and Randy Bush. We can tell
them today that we have made their dream
areality” @1
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The African Internet Pioneers in 2006 from left: Geert Jan
de Groot, Adiel Akplogan, Alain Aina, Randy Bush, Sunday
Folayan, Alan Barrett and Dr Nii Quaynor.
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Government Outreach: Adiel Akplogan meets the former President Emilia Monteiro Tavares, Cape Verde, comments on trademark issues
of Senegal, 2014 during the FIRE Workshop AFRINIC-21
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AFRINIC-18 Meeting, Zambia, 2013

The AFRINIC community lines up to have their say, AFRINIC-21 Meeting Women in ICT Lunch, AIS Djibouti, 2014
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AFRINIC Training session in Voting takes place during an The FIRE Programme Awardees in 2013
Dar-es-Salaam, 2014 AFRINIC Meeting 59,354,368 51 167
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THANKS

Thank you to all organisations and individuals who have supported
AFRINIC, the AFRINIC community and the African Internet:

AAPSI - Ace * Af* - AFCOM - Afilias * AfricaCert - AFGW « AfNOG * AfPIF - AfREN ¢ AfTLD * African Telecommunications Union (ATU) - Agence
de Régulation des Télécommunications et Des Posts (ARTP) - Agence Intergouvernementale de la Francophonie * Agence Nationale des
Infrastructures Numériques et des Frequences Gabon * Agence universitaire de la Francophonie Senegal * AlIG * Altech Stream * Amanah °
AmaSampo * AN3L - APNIC - Arab Republic of Egypt Ministry of Communication and Technology * ARCEP * ARIN - Artel - ATCON - Bit Internet
Technology * Bringcom * CAC Bank - Camtel - Communications Commission of Kenya (CCK) « China Telecom - Cisco Systems * Cloud Innovation *
Commonwealth Telecommuncations Organisation (CTO) - Computer Point * Computer Technics * Consulintel - CRDB Bank * co.za * Cyberspace
Networks * Data Communications Limited (DCL) « Department of Communications, Republic of South Africa * Domain Name Services * Dot
Africa * Discovery Tours the Gambia * Djibouti Data Center * Dr Nii Quaynor * EgyNet * Egyptian IPv6 Task Force « Emtel « Epistrophe * expresso
* France IX « Freenom * Gambian Public Utilities Regulatory Authority - Gambian Ministry of Information and Communication Infrastructure
* GAMTEL - General Data Engineering Services Nigeria * Google * Government of Mauritius * Groupe OCP * HE Prof. Dr. Venancio Massingue *
HTCE Tchad * Huawei * Hurricane Electric * IANA - ICI Centre Ethiopia * ICANN - iConnect * Information Technology Association of The Gambia
(ITAG) - Internet Solutions * International Telecommunications Union (ITU) - Institute for University Digital Governance, Cameroon * I-Services
Togo * ISP Association of Zambia * ISPAG « ISOC - ISOC Botswana * ICOC Cameroon * ISOC Chad « ISOC Liberia * ISOC Mali - ISOC Sierra Leone
* ISOC South Africa * ISOCEL Telecom * ISPA Zambia * IXPN Institute * Jaguar Network * Jianzu Post * KENIC * Kenya Data Networks * Kigali
Institute Science & Technology * KIST *« LACNIC - Libya Telephone and Telecom ° LinkdotNet « Linkserve * Liquid Telecom * Lonatel + Malawi
Internet Service Providers’ Association - MISPA - Mauritius Telecom * Maroc Telecom * Meditel * Microsoft - Midland State University Zimbabwe
» MICTI « Ministry of Higher Education, Cameroon * The Ministry of Information, Communications & Telecommunications of Swaziland * Ministry
of Posts and Telecommunications, Cameroon * MTN * Moov * National Computer Board Mauritius * National Information Technology Agency
Ghana * National Telecommunications Corporation Sudan * National University of Science & Technology Zimbabwe « Neotel - Netcom « Network
Startup Resource Center (NSRC) - networktheworld.org * Nigeria ICT Forum/Bandwidth Consortium * NFT Consult LTD - NMB - NSRC - NTRA
Egypt * The Number Resource Organization (NRO) - ONCF - open-root.eu * Open Source Foundation of Nigeria - Orange * Orbit * Organisation
internationale de la Francophonie (OIF)  Public Utilities Regulatory Agency The Gambia * QCELL - Ringo * RIPE NCC - Rwanda Development
Board (RDB) - Rwanda ICT Association (ICT) - Rwandatel - Salaam African Bank * Seacom * SES - Simbanet * Skannet * Skyvision * Smile
Open Source Solutions * Sudatel « Swift Global * Tandberg * Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority * Tanzania Revenue Authority * TE
Data - TeleGlobe * Telecom Italia * Telecom Plus * Teletech * TERACO Data Environment * Tespok * TSPAK - Tunisian Internet Agency (ATI) « TV
CABO Mozambique ° .tz NIC - UniForm South Africa * Unique Solutions * United Republic of Tanzania, Ministry of Communication, Science and
Technology * Universite Cadi Ayyad Morocco ¢ Université Cheikh Anta Diop * University of the Gambia * Vanilla Networks * Vint Cerf « Vision
Valley « VSNL International - Weblogy * White Sands Beach Resort, Tanzania * WIA + .ZACR - Zantel - Zicta

Thanks to all the previous AFRINIC Board Members for your dedication
to AFRINIC:

Nezar N. Sami (2010-2013) + Ndeye Maimouna Diop Diagne (2010-2013) + Khaled Koubaa (2010-2013) « Alioune B. Traore (2010-2013) *
Lillian Wambui Karanja (2009-2012) - Jean Philemon Kissangou (2008-2011) - Didier R. Kasole (2008-2011) - Mokthar Hamidi (2007-2010)
* Pierre Dandjinou (2007-2010) - Rachida Jouhari (2007-2010) - Silvio Almada (2006-2012) - Badru Ntege (2006-2009) - Viv Padayatchy
(2005-2011) - Sunday Folayan (2004-2010) « Keneth Yiptong (2004-2008) + Gaétan Bouraga (2004-2008)  Pierre M. Kasengedia (2004-
2008) - Alan Levin (2004-2007) - Kamal Okba (2004-2007) * Brian Longwe (2004-2009) ¢ Alan Barrett (2001-2009) * Charles Mussi
(2001-2006) - Kouma D. Cyriaque (2001-2004) * Theo Kramer (2001-2004) - Richard Bell (2001-2004) « Zakaria Amar (2001-2004) : Yann
Kwok (2001-2004) * Nii Quaynor (2001-2004) - Tarek Kamel (2001-2004) - Haja Ramboasalam ° Lala Andriamampianina (2011-2014) -
Janvier Ngnoulaye (2011-2014)

Thank you to the NI&I Service Award winners and Young Professional
Award winners for your contribution to the African Internet:
A. A. Akplogan (2009) - Mark Tinka (2009) * Anne-Rachel Inné (2010) * Michuki Mwangi (2010) - Alice Munyua (2011) + Jean Robert

Hountomey (2011) - Alain Aina (2012) - Chimwemwe Frederick (2012) - Alan Barrett (2013) - Patrick Okui (2013) - Boubakar Barry (2014) -
Abibu Ntahigiye (2014) + Francis Frederick Tusubira (2015) - Mukom Akong Tamon (2015)

© AFRINIC 2015 - Text & Concept Susannah Gray/AFRINIC - Design scribbledesign.nl « Photography all photos © AFRINIC unless otherwise
specified * Special thanks to Adiel Akpologan, Alan Barrett, Alan Levin, Luna Madi and Ashil Oogarah.
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INFORMATION
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11th Floor, Raffles Tower,

Cybercity Ebene, Mauritius.
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